*f>TES O.V SOME MaUYSWK SNAKES 


Notes on Some Malaysian Snakes 


By -\ T - Shed ley. •'/. 

Typhlops □ raminus ■ I a-, ud.. >, 

Ah cx,imjjM taken on Singapore IsJkxfd on the iSth Tnlv 1070 
:*f provisionally referred to this spu^s. It differs from the dcsc'np- 
itoii rtrifl dtii-. r sp&mmena in the collection of the Raffles Mtismmi in 
the nasals mcompta% divided, tlstr cleft >ttat failing to reach 
lliv rostral: tint anterior nasal is in contact with the tirsl iind secontf 
h,Inals ink-rlqrly ft Ik- nasal cleft arises from the Slid labia!) The 
whole livarl, tun merely the s limit, h white in spirit, as are ilie anus 
and me Upi nt the tat!. TJtd colours in lib: vrerv : — " I fe;i cl pink; 
oonv jmrp.ish -town”. Sevi ml specie, nf Tyf'tifvps tiro recorded 
fis bavin- tlicr head, aunt region nnd tstfl whiiis'li: it is probnblt: that 
all 5uch records were itttLde fnppi p.re.sjiirv'C.d s'pdiitrifehs anti Unit they 
v.ci,: oink in Fife, tqkl length, 2y.i mm. The great eat length 
previously recorded for 7 . btvwinits is 175 „ im . 

Typhlops dlartll nigroalbuft D, & U. 

A specimen of this Make, from Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, kept 
Y rapt!vrly in the Rallies Museum, c.xi tints characteristics tint unllke 
1 los:- Oi ( ylim/i,,/>/•■?- niiiis. I.:kc th.it sm vies, it can depress the 
1 -MiLv. and when touched will often inis; the tail rather than i!te 
ji-.jid; it v.'ili frequently emerge from it, burrow tail first. 

The head is pinkish-white, The posterior part of l he body is 
marked with very hue oblique: streaks giving the appearance of 
. o.cks in Me skis;. [Observed on ;> fresldv ■ moulted specittien) 

. ms sj.il . mien later craped and was dead whim found. Jt exhibited 
eurioiii post-mortem changes in jcoloratW.- the upper surface 
was no longer the usual iridescent blue-grey, but a dirtv black, 
j lie oblique markings were visible throughout the length as ersmit 1 
stnpcs continuous round the body. On the white ventral surface 
they hted |he appearance of pencil-markings, A similar piemen La- 
lion L'nipLiasiSL'd the suiLire.- Fu tween the scales tif the ticnT Total 
■ 4 20 nim. Pjv v ; u txF 1 y rccorJ-^l u\y lo ;/?o mm. 


CjfltadfopjiJs ruins i l.aur. l 

i receully had the opportunity of examining u young specimen 
m the cot Section of Mr, A, St. Alban Smith, siiuv despatched to the 
ifiirjln—icr.l Garden^ in London, Tlw rtossbands on 1 Lie dorsal 
R iTiace were brig] : wriniuon in colour. 






Drvcc litmus ^ubnnnulatu^ > D, it II. ). 

The Raffles _\L[h-cmn edllcolEun mdndos r-. collected on 

Sibmut, Morilrtwi Ishmis, in 11:■ J-|. which Dr. Smiil appears in 
adcvrfently to have omitted from his list. 5 lie had labelled it 
' J /ry i j l-: i la w; ror a u t r j : id ns" . IL a g i m dc 3 l rl 1 v r c 1 t w - \ y uilIl 1 k:; d 1:51: y 1 p - 
tiuti arid specimen:?. except in sijm: ii lias a 10till length of 

5 jo mm., tri Ll U7 mm. JJ dll linger O'anna Malay 1-Vn., Rupt, and 
llacr., p. j 3 5 j gives these measure me tun as 295 mm, and iyo 1 mm. 
respsctjvcly. The snake vves previously known from the Malay 
Peninsula, Singapore and Summit ni. 

G-ongylp s oma longlcaucla (Pete rsj. 

A specimen in Lbe I la files Museum from l ;.w;n ? liorntm col- 
t v .etc 1 l In Mr. A, Ivverctl, exceeds the maximum length previously 
recorded foi llie specie. It has a total length nt' min, tail 
Kju rum. It shows the fivu lines interiorly, agreeing wl(Ii the 
description given hy de Rood A and not three on 3 y as in that of 
Buulenger/i 

The a n! cad or sub-l'tigiiais arc shorter limn the posterior. 

MacrDcalannul lateralis GUir. 

Mr, M. R, Henderson of the ^ Botanic Gardens, Singapore, 
j r ce s - 1 Ly r >h tail led a spe cim l-i 1 of t E li s sn el kc o n ( "Ian ] ern n r s Hi Mil am 1 s. 
j-’ede ratr.] Malay Stale.. M h;nl n Lola I length of 3&0 mni. p as 
against a previously recorded maximum rif 30G mm. 

PseudfirabiiioTi Jangle ftps (Cantor). 

Examination of twenty specimens in the collection of llie R-atiles 
Museum. with scale counts of all but zwo badly damaged specimens, 
one from Singapore and one from Pie inn Aor ? shows that she ssxtial 

variation noted by Swnrdrr (i Singapore Nat,, I, Fl j. ’\}22 r p, 65) 

holds good for snakes from the Malay Peninsula, Singapore, the 
Rbm Archipelago and Sumatra The range of variation i? greater 
than hitherto recorded; my t'q.unts of Singapore specimens "do not 
agree exactly with Svvorder's figures. 

V l w Ira Is S'n h -r a rn da Is 

Males ... 130— F41 25—31 

Females ... 143—151 iS-—^3 

The yellow collar and the yelJnwklj spot above the angle of 
the mouth vary with the individual without reference to sex. 1 " 

!•■ Aon, mm M-$g : Nut. Hi^., Pj), XVIIR i^u, p. 

-■ Evidently n tnisprm: far cr 7c ri . 

Kept. I lido-A lls t ml inn Arch 11 , i.|o. 

■i- Eat. Snakes, SI, p. 1$,; rm-rl Faima Mill. L\:r... p \--j 
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Bum, Rafflf.s 




l.i j m:-; < i i l i. n aA y s i a n _snaici-: s 


PaeudMfinodon ma crops (Illytl j). 

Mr. Henderson also obtained from Came roll's Highlands a 
snake Wlifcll stop cured lu tuft to hcEoEig tb tin: genus but was 

ithlifee any species known to ins, Dr. Maifctim Smith determined 
it a c 1'sciuio.Ymodoii mac rap*. A specimen taken in Perak many 
years ago was referred to tins species, by Dr. BoulcUgcr, bat u:i 
Intel examination Dr. Sj-utli decided tiial A was not tUai species, 
hist W;tt}.\ dsrysiirgii. Mr* Henderson's specimen is therefore the 
firsL of this species r>■ be recorded from iIll- Peninsula. 

NfilriX petersi i Jjigr r j 

Previously known from Sumatra and Borneo only, this species 
In;- LecL-ntly bedn obtained iii the Malay Peninsula by Mr. S. J. 
Lndgnu-r cu Tampm, Xegri Scnibilan* Air, Ludgau rs specimen Is 
considerably larger than any yet recorded, the length of the head 
and body being ;y : n mm.; ike mil. which is incomplete, measures 
55 min. YeiUrais 140, sub caudal?; 2 fS: it 15 a male. The specimen 
agrees well with dr Room's description and with the type-specimen 
from iSoriLco in the British Museum collection. The only difference 
h t! slight one of coloration, where, due no doubt Lo a^c, tlie black 
edging lo the ventral scales has disappeared except at the outer 
margins. 

Tin.- position of Matt’Lr petersi hi my key to the genus fBulL 
Raffles Mus* N'n. 3, 1050, p. is after.V. triauxulii'cm. 

The follow mg is a description of the species: — 

Akixikary te'elti 30-3:2, the noaterku ones gradually enlarged. 
By e n 1 a d e rat a ; ro ■■ ? ml just visible f r oi 11 ah o ve ; ini e rn a sa D trin u- at e 
anlvrmrly. nearl;. or qnih as long ns rhe prefrontal ; frontal olio- 
mid a third times as Song as broad, as long as its distance from (he 
roJlral or ilie end of the snout, dioiM-r ii.m the pariclftls; lorcn] 
higher thar h.n,:j- one pre- arid three or four post oculars ; temporals 
- -\-- J or 3; nin: sn[>rataluah tin- fourth fifth and sixth touching the 

~i flvu i'nfralabiats in enumer wiih the anterior pair of' sub- 
lingua is, which are shorter ihan (be posterior pair. Scales in 
mi rows, all more or less strongly keeled; vent rah 140—150; anal 
divided ; sub can dais by AS, 

Brown above, wil Kin; II blz-ck dni- regularly arranged dorsfitly; 
a larger series of lateral black spy Is between which the scales are 
red in life, head dark olive, verm it 11 fated with black, labials 
yell□ wish, xyl'h bl?n-k sutures: yellow In low. the shields edged with 
black or with the black confined to the outer margins. 

Head and body 3S0: fpJl T 30 mm. 

R a n ge, Sum a ■ r.i; E orn eu: 11 1 u A J d ay Pc- mins u la. 

^CoipmununiLed hy Hr, Malcolm A. Smith. T]w specimen in ihv. 
Bntuh .VTumuul 
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s, sm&dlis* 


"MsItIx TTt acilifltft ilM ■ _ , r - 

A spocmien of 

LaTcLA v-r, 1-T° uni « iv, i .«L,v i lv. 

C armaria giraleth Blgr. v Hbt l7) sV, 

Boulen^r, A'-t.. •• j-. “ .j. r ,- Swordur, juiirn 

ifalayau ii] - [to >- • r ■ 4Vuf Ssiu-dkv, Mo:tiOTd. 

«*■••’• “* £££ M 'M »«. «* «■■■•• * 

«*gj£“\vvait%^ i« »*« so» * »* 

(Jolvnre). , 

Mt. 0; ». border 

dencc that , UmJL Bitf-l by Ac description 

from Erasers Hill f«ls a ,K Sm hh j rt his recent work on 

tiiieretiyon looked into the question a.ul 

COllC-l Htlc H 3 ^1 i ^ ■ _ - 

. rtriM-innil rl'-scrir^t : .ou of CttlifiKftnn j(ivafih^ 

llDLikiv.'L’i. si' his 01 Ms'_ 1 in shields'*, This is con- 

£ 3 S£ **»■"* - V- o* «*» ra " ,iMn 

“* w v-cimc. f«m johorti to. .V tot WriMMs <■ «•*«•• 

Accord iip-' tO tip.. STtS^ of 

™ ^“ 7 s ^ r . s 
* Sh ;iould bc 

ikiclctl from the Penmstilar hit. 

■ . „! lir^rli ijau^R spccLinei'ia &nd 

Hr. smith lias since ermine., holh 11^^^ Jj> volt’s 

that Sivorders specimen s ■ Ul . ^ “is certainly not 

specimen* wlnsft '" ,l: \ . ' . - has also 

jLo'iico and swear* to be posterior chiu- 

ihenrstmrrainbialstnb-ogg'jM« in the 
shields in contact. It .^t g g^ W a U f i:Iuck%in 1* 
presence of a prcocular. 'vhi-h, :iu.urdi.Hi '■ 

specimen. f __ ___— 

, ° £ ** ii - ;|<i - us? ' taiiuo fVrei1 ’ il '- ii7 ' i7,)- 
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Buj a. FUfFixs 







UfJTGS OX SO^ii iU At A V ri T A SNAKE* 


nr. Smith Jins e:-,a:nii! ;d LKtunplciH hi f 

fit TamiJiu, N'e^ri SfiiihiJ^iM, by ijr, S. 
lid liti.) cht; VL'iiti 1 ;)] and siibcauda] couiils 

Lliis rare snala 
j. Lnd^artir., 
as follows^ — 
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Bhltyiri 3 punctata (Gray). 




Me gives 


r {£ finttriaiti Cn^, Cut, 5 n. i^rj, p ficS. 

/fyfrritJtttui punctate, HuUiiai* -r, i.-r, bft. Ill, ito/j, p. 13 j ou IvlkM.-, 

ludn-AtiMratbn Rt ptUuK. IR kj iy fc p t jH 4 - 


Pw Raffles Museum possesses fivr immature! Jpfidimferts from 
K t -3n:-iui:i5L. TiVjjLfM^r,::. Py^t Coast of ilu- Malay Peninsula, taken 
i li ad03 fjy ! ? r. John_sLo 1 i. .\II live exas up] u 5 11 avn unlv 23 5ca1e-1 'Ows, 
Mu uprve ill irlhur r^g^ts with the dii-svripliuu. te wefe idesni* 
fieil cel ittgS by I>r. M. A;, lojtiehjjsr who, however, failed to include 
theiri in Jus h fiuiKi of the Millay Pen i ns ill a. I. be species is mentioned 
by du Eoofj as occurring in the Malay Benfn&ulji, but no reference 
is i^vcn to. the spLivcv u-t her informatkin. Smijlt doc* not refer 
to the specica, hut there svt-nts to be little doubt that iL must lie 
-added u> the Peninsular lis:j k occurs also in Sunizura, Banka and 
Borneo. 


Hipkles hydrinus (Crmc). 

A specimen! of unknown origin in the Raffles Museum spirit 
collccUon luis el to:nl Umgrh of #6 mm. r and must have measured 
considerably more when fresh, it has six lower Jhbfafc in contact 
will: the anterior mi b -1 initials on tlu h. ft side, tire on the right. 

Amblyc&phalus carlnatus Hole. 

■ I t:t /■: y i v fiJi { ;t j (.t ^ rr?^v pi ,r/j. : > Erne, 1 - i. 5 , 1 ^ r 1 j. i 021 : I.S on] en cfi r, C n 1 . 
Sn, Jhil. iVf ll-_ , ] 11 n rSrjTk P M. A. Smith, Juui'lk. X, H -S 

Sbcn, IJ. '.HO, II. rti^i do Knivij, UupL, Inde-ALULr. Arch U 
Kn? n E>. ^77 

terdmom, Theobald, t’i*. Rept. Asiat. Soc. Mui„ 

E-SfsS, p, Ci'i- 

.-UnMyfejSktiins £(Ww,T'jjj fo; j-rwi-pw, M. A. 5h kb, lourn X H 5 

%m 3 VI r p, 2a± ' ‘ ' 

'UHblyci'Mittlifs rarittri rrf Ewrfmtnri , M. A. Smith, Hall, Rciffle- Mll3 
3 . 1 wo, p. S 3 . 

The first authentic record of this snake in the Malay Peninsula 
b 11 i.l. of _Hanits-:h (J-ist of ili-e Birds^ Reptiles ami .Amphibians 
m The .Rallies Museum. Singapore, _ corrected up to Dec. 1912)1 
1 he nex.i lhat of Suiilh (193°)' SmttlCp did si on into snb-speeies 


\tus, 5, jaa 


[ 53 1 




N, 5MEDLEY 


fI a-.^ ig m* * tta* de &m? S hgures give the 

^T-V u f variation for specimens from the Archipelago only , this is 

&L &*&°*■*»*' ls "'■ ,mc 15f dt " iarcaEicm beUveen 

the two supposed forms* 

The raffles Muslim np^SSis a specimen from the Dmdmgs, 

Malay Pamnsiiia* m *9P9 Ll >’ Mr ' R 'J' 

fenera 5?2 nunt., tail no WW£ vemrals, i 3 i; suh-c.imlals, it . 

There Vre also two smaller specimens tram Java. 

Aipyaurito eydouxi (Goyj. 

*\ specimen in the Baffles Museum has a total length of 6jo mm. 
tc k lIjus much bigger than the usual limit of size (550 mm. Mem* 

as'Vhe female from Semarang. Java, recorded by the »m« aul!lor 
ns hEiYiiig el total length of yto nun. 

This example, which appears to be a female, was taken near 
Singapore in 191.16. 



